Winners Walk Tall


“Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all the people you can.”

-John Wesley

Lesson 28: Be a Good Citizen

Purpose: We are members of a neighborhood, a nation and a world.  Help students understand their responsibility to their local community, their school, the nation and the world. Everyone should identify and work together to improve and solve community issues. 

Discussion/Activity: Use the handouts for reinforcement.

· Ask what a citizen is. Use the dictionary. Have the class brainstorm a list of what it takes to be a good citizen and write them on the board.  Examples:

· Do your share to make your school, community and the world a better place (pick up trash, recycle, give to others, help others, and keep your neighborhood clean).

· Take responsibility for what goes on around you (engage in positive peer pressure).

· Participate in community service. What is this?

· Be a good neighbor.

· Treat other people with respect and dignity.

· Follow the rules of your family, your school and your society.

· Choose students to role play how to do the things listed above. With the teacher, have the class identify needs in the school or community and plan a service project to meet those needs.

· Prior to class ask the teacher if he/she would support a project.  Ask her to put the children into small groups and ask each group to design a poster that deals with these questions:  What does it mean to be a good citizen of one’s community,  nation or world? Remember to discuss the next week.

Conclusion/Review of Topic: Remind the students that winners respect others and look for ways to help in their school, their family and their community. *Winners understand the importance of rules and laws and adhere to them.
(Related Categories: Lesson 6-Respect, Lesson 29-Know Yourself)

*Developmental Asset: 30 Responsibility, 33 Interpersonal Competence and 34 Cultural Competence


Note:  Character Quotations by Tom Lickona and Matt Davidson provided quotes and activity idea.


“Ask not what your country can do for you, 

ask what you can do for your country.”

- John F. Kennedy
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________________ is a Good Citizen of ____________. They help take care of the earth with the three R’s: __________, ___________, and ___________. They also understand how they can help their community. Some examples of this are: ______________________________________________________________________________.








