Winners Walk Tall


“Liars are not believed when they speak the truth.”

-Proverb

Lesson 21: Be Honest: Lying, Cheating, and Stealing are Always Wrong

Purpose: The students’ choice to be honest is important. Students should know about the difference of telling and tattling. They should understand it is important to tell someone but not tattle on someone. Explain that in cheating, they cheat themselves. The students need to understand the importance of being honest and not lying, cheating, or stealing.

Activity: Tell the story of the Boy Who Cried Wolf. Explain to the students that in lying and not being honest, the boy couldn’t be trusted and he didn’t get help when he really needed it.

Choose a maximum of 3-4 questions from the list below for discussion.  This lesson can also be incorporated into other lessons.
Discussion Questions:  

1. How many lies do you get to tell before you are a liar? Why?

2. Do you consider yourself to be an honest person? Why?   

3. What would you do if you found $1,000 on the shelf beneath an ATM machine and       nobody saw you find it?
4. Is there anything wrong with a "small" lie to parents or friends to keep from upsetting them? Why?
5. When people are dishonest with you, how does it make you feel? Why?

6. What is your definition of an honest person?
7. How important is it to you that your friends be honest? Why?
8. If you discover your classmates are cheating on an important exam, does that make it okay for you to cheat, too?  Why?  

9. It has been said that cheating is just another form of lying. Do you agree? 
10. What does honesty have to do with your character?

Write CHOICES = CONSEQUENCES (C=C) on the board and every week thereafter write C=C and ask the students what it means. 

They will learn that C=C means Choices =Consequences and will remember the message.

Use handouts for reinforcement.
Conclusion/Review of Topic:  *Winners do not lie, cheat, or steal and understand the importance of always telling the truth. 
(Related Categories: Lesson 5-Responsibility, Lesson 10-Habits)


*Developmental Asset: 29 Honesty and 30 Responsibility

Note:  Character Quotations by Tom Lickona and Matt Davidson provided quotes and activity idea.


“Honesty is the best image.”

-Ziggy quotes
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Find the following words above:


Cheating, Honesty, Lie, Steal, Truth, Wrong





H	B	Y	T	T	R	U	T	H	X	W


Z	O	F	G	V	B	L	J	S	R	B


U	H	N	M	K	T	I	M	O	P	Q


O	I	J	E	Z	A	E	N	V	M	L


P	L	M	N	S	R	G	U	O	O	H


Q	C	H	E	A	T	I	N	G	K	N


X	W	D	F	V	Y	Y	S	S	A	X


S	T	E	A	L	Q	W	F	G	J	I








