Winners Walk Tall


“The ill and unfit choice of words wonderfully obstructs the understanding.”

-Francis Bacon, Sr.

Lesson 20: Good Words Make a Good Impression
Purpose: Help the students understand how using curse words and incorrect grammar can give the impression that they are not very smart or respectful. Explain the importance of making a good impression when they are young so that the behavior becomes a habit as they get older. 

Activities: Use handouts during the lesson.

· Ask the students to provide examples of proper grammar and respectful language. 

· Write sentences on the board with incorrect grammar and have the students correct them. Or leave blanks for them to fill in the correct grammar.

· Ask the students to give examples of incorrect grammar and have other students correct the sentences so they can see good grammar used properly. 

· Discuss the reasons curse words are not accepted in society and why they show disrespect.

Discussion: Ask the students if they know how damaging curse words can be. Definitions of curse words or profanity according to wikipedia:  These words have come to describe a word, expression, gesture, or other social behavior which is socially constructed or interpreted as insulting, rude and vulgar or desecrating or showing disrespect.

Cursing evokes hatred and contempt.
Abusive swearing is used for abuse or intimidation or insulting of others.

When something bad happens like coffee spilling, people curse. One evolutionary theory asserts it is meant to tell the audience that you're undergoing a negative emotion.

Conclusion/Review of Topic: Review with the students the idea of a good impression. Remind them that their language and grammar reflects the impression they give. *Winners use correct and respectful speech to show their knowledge and confidence.

(Related Categories: Lesson 4-Manners, Lesson 5-Responsibility, Lesson 6-Respect, Lesson 10-Habits)

*Developmental Asset: 14 Adult Role Models and 30 Responsibility


























Choose the word that correctly completes the sentence!





Joey (are not, is not) going to do his homework.


The sisters were (dancing, dancin’) all night long.


I (saw, seen) Jessica at the market today.


Sally (goed, goes) to violin lessons on Tuesdays.








Choose the better word or sentence to use when speaking.





“Yep!” or “Yes Sir.”


“Naw” or “No, thank you.”


“I ain’t able to do this by myself.” or “I am not able to do this by myself, will you help me?”








Choose the better action when speaking.





Look at the floor or look at the person talking to you.


Keep your body still or fidget around.








