Winners Walk Tall


“The more you read, the more things you will know. 
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”

-Dr. Seuss

Lesson 11:  Read for Fun, Read to Achieve, Read to Succeed

Purpose: Explain why reading is important, enjoyable, and critical to learning. Equally important, reading provides entertainment. It stimulates the imagination, improves creative thinking, and strengthens learning skills. Everyone should read for pleasure to stimulate their mind. If reading is difficult, it is important to practice just like it is important to practice any skill. 

Discussion/Activities: 

Ask the students where they can read and list their answers on the board. Examples:

· Look out the windows while they are riding in a car or on a bus and read the signs on buildings and street signs to learn about their location.

· Read the signs at the grocery store to find the items they need.

· Read labels on the food they eat to learn about nutrition.

· Read the signs on the exhibits at the zoo to learn about the animals.

· Ask the students if they can go to college or get a job if they can’t read well. 

· Ask how they feel when they learn to read…does it increase their self-esteem, make them feel stronger or smarter?

· Have the children talk about books they are reading. Why is the book enjoyable, or if it isn’t, why isn’t it? How do they find good books? Have they been to their local library? Do they know the librarian?  Challenge the students to meet their local librarian and ask the librarian to help them find a fun, exciting, interesting book. Use the handout. 

· Ask the students if they read with their family or friends?  Do they read to younger children? Do they discuss what they are reading? 

· You might give each student a story or a favorite poem to take home and read.

Conclusion/Review of Topic: Remind students that it is important to read for pleasure…talk about the different types of books: adventure, mystery, biography, fiction, non-fiction. Explain that they need to learn to read in order to understand what they watch on TV and to know how to play computer games. Winners read for fun, read to learn, read to achieve, and read to succeed. *Winners read, read, read!
 (Related Categories: Lesson 9-Use of Your Time, Lesson 10-Habits)

*Developmental Asset: 25 Reading for Pleasure and 22 School Engagement


“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.”

- Joseph Addison
Books I have read this month:
______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
Next I want to read about:

_____________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________



























